A HISTORY OF OUR CHURCH
By Mary Carr Hanna

As our country enters its bicentennial and considers its progress and its mistakes, it is appropriatetibeth should take
stock of what its own one hundred fifty years have meant to the people who form it and to the community.

When the church was originally organized the country was just passing its first half century. It was still a pioneer country.
Indiana had been a state but ten years. The boundaries of Decatur County had been set in 1821 to go into effect March 4, 1
However, the men selected to choose the county seat did not arrive until early June because of the bad roads. On June 4 the
filed their report in the twstory log cabin built by Greensburg's first settler, Thomas Hendricks, at what is now 310 E. Central
Avenue. The town itself was small, the courthouse not yet built. Log houses were scattered along its muddy streets.

There werepf course, no churches. The first service recorded was that held by a Baptist minister in 1820 using as his subject
"The Wages of Sin is Death". In the same year a Methodist minister spoke in the county from the text, "Blessed is the People
that Know theJoyful Sound". No doubt the attendance was good at these meetings for people were hungry for religious
services.

Many of the people in the county were Scotch Presbyterians, descendants of the Covenanters. They had come here from
Kentucky, Pennsylvania ar@hio. They had been Presbyterians for generations, often persecuted for their faith. They had left
Scotland and Ulster, Ireland for greater freedom, some of them coming to America whole towns together under the charge of
their Presbyterian minister.

Many of these Presbyterians lived around Kingston. In 1823 a church was organized there, then called the Sand Creek Chur
now the Kingston Church. A number of these people lived in and near Greensburg but became members at Sand Creek Cht
where they couldjo and worship with others of their faith.

We can only imagine what the trip from Greensburg to Kingston was like more than 150 years ago. No doubt it was beautiful
over head through virgin forests over incredibly shaded paths. During the summerhavpatht were dry, perhaps it was a
pleasure to ride horseback, or even to walk the distance to Kingston.

But winter and spring were a time of impassable trails. Only the stronges,# %%
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most devout Christians could attempt it in bad weather. ParentboosEbache:
with children before and behind them. Old people could not attend churcig.
all. So they began to plan how they might have a church that could servé

better. g‘? gL ; *‘l‘ii |

They knew they could not have a church building at first, but they also ‘ PN
that t is not the building that is important. P \\i’\\@,«;;.‘-:-
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The Sand Creek Church-operated with them, and their supply minister, t }\/
Reverend Sam Lowry, under order from the Presbytery of Madison, orge?
the Greensburg Presbyterian Church with twelve members, formerf)bers 5 :
of the Sand Creek Church, from the neighborhood of Greensburg, on ]M\ \ :
1826. e

For four and a half years the Reverend Lowry gavefough of his time to
this church. Even without a building, and with only a ftame minister, theres

were faty-four names added to the church roll during his pastorate. — o *
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Until after the courthouse was built in 1827 the meetings were held in the homes. Then the Methodist organization and the
Presbyterian took turns meeting in an uppem of the courthouse.

Of course they always felt the need for a building, always held the memory of the churches they had left in other states. The
must have been much discussion about how they could have a building of their own, many fearedwisbthisnwise
undertaking for so few at such a time. The braver, or the mordn&vdy, triumphed, and a contract for a church building was

let in 1830 on the site of the present Baptist Church.

The fears of the more conservative members were realifienl.the work was begun the construction was claimed by the
contractors for the briekvork. Discouraged, no doubt, but not defeated, building was at last begun again, and this time it was
completed. After seven years, they now had a church building.

It was a plain brick building with no elevator, no-anditioning, no cupola, no bell. But, the Presbyterians being a resourceful
people, one of the original members stood in the middle of the street and blew upon a long hotfashiookeld dinner horn.
The people came.



Before midcentury the country began to be divided by a great controversy. So the church was also. One of the early minister
was accused of "errors in doctrine" and a trial was held. When it became apparent that the accused wouldrizeelcbizdem
friends left the house before judgment could be passed. Without a quorum, the case was never decided. This was only the
beginning.

The Reverend Joseph G. Montfort was most important ro the church here in this rime of dissension. In Jungré@88ete

his first sermon in Greensburg, was later ordained and installed as pastor of the Sand Creek and Greensburg churches. Duri
his pastorate the controversy over slavery and how it should be handled, among other doctrinal differences, remeied the |
churches and there was a division which reached the Greensburg Church and divided it.

The factions became known as Old School and New School. Eighteen members withdrew to form the New School Church. T
Old School faction retained possession of tiarch, locked the door and nailed the windows so the members of the New
School faction could not get in. A member of the New School made a key and opened the door. He was prosecuted for it.

The law suit had to do with the right of property in the churahwas decided in favor of the Old School faction who were
against immediate emancipation though most of them were also against slavery itself. So many of them had close ties with
people in the South and feared that such drastic action would bring ahveacivl his was a conflict felt in churches of all
denominations, not merely the Presbyterians.

Though the Reverend Montfort was left with only fefiye members, there were one hundred and twémiy at the end of his

first pastorate. Another ministeras then installed but at the end of that pastorate the Rev. Montfort, who lived in Greensburg a
the time, agreed to come back to the church as its minister if the two branches would unite. He must have been greatly lovec
and respected for this took ptaand he served as its pastor for an additional ten years. He became known as the "peacemake

Unfortunately, this did not solve the problem of the split in the church in general. During the time of the schism thefsessio
the Greensburg Church made flollowing resolution: "it not be required of any Presbyterian in order to his continuance in the
church to approve of the acts of any of our judicatories." Then, as now, the Presbyterians of Greensburg were an independe
people.

The session of the dgarchurch often found themselves involved in quarrels between members of the church and were called
upon to officiate over trials. In one case, a member was accused of, and confessed to "a shameful act". It was shageous a c
that he was asked to gifierther evidence of repentance until the scandal "on the cause of religion” was removed. Tempering
justice with mercy, the session decided that since the report had not been noised around, it was to be kept secrdtibecause o
family.

Atfter the death bthe sexton it was found that his family needed financial aid and it was given.

At another time, a member brought charges against another one and his
wife, saying they had used abusive language to him, and that the wi
used a whip. She admitted thwvas true, but, far from repenting, stated
she only wished she could have hit him harder. The session decidec
had been some provocation which did not excuse the conduct of the
accused, and they "admonished the pair solemnly.” They felt the wif
paricularly, had acted in an unChristian manner, unbecoming a fem

This was before the time of equal rights. Women did not speak in ctk
It was not until the late 1870's that a woman was allowed to pray at
public prayer meeting. It is hard to imagite thoughts of the elders al
deacons of that day at any suggestion that some time there would b
women on the session of the Greensburg church.

At the close of Dr. Montfort's second pastorate there were 139 mem
It was a steadily growing membershgrowing with the country and the
county. Now a need was felt for more room.

1845

In the spring of 1845 a new church building was begun at the site of
present ondt fronted on Washington Street and a bell hung from its
white steeple. fie old building was sold to the Baptist Church.

In 1847 a meeting which lasted for seventeen days was held in the &
building - in the mornings for church members and in the evening for the
unconverted. People came in great numbers.

These years beforbe beginning of the Civil War were troubled times for the country. They must have been troubled times als



for the local church. Perhaps they remembered the difficult crisis when the church had split, and so made special efforts to
preserve peace in thifiarch at least. We find little in the minutes about the beginning of the war and little is said during the
war itself.

Yet we know that Decatur County itself furnished two companies for the famous Seventh Regiment, many men for the 37th
Regiment and othsr that Wilder's Brigade had Decatur County men im iooking over the roster of these companies we find
names which are also part of the membership of this church. The Seventh Regiment was a part of the Eastern Campaign, or
the few Indiana regimés found at Gettysburg. Surely this was a time of anxious waiting and prayers.

In October, 1863, we find "A few members were neglecting the means of grace during the pastor's absence in the United Stz
Army as a chaplain." Various members of the sessene ordered to go as soon as convenient and "kindly restore them".

The responsibilities of the session at such a time increased. Before its first meeting in 1865 an assessment wash@ade as to
state of the church and the session grieved that "sonkenegbrderly as in times pastherefore resolved that immediate steps

be taken to harmonize any that may be alienated toward one another; restore those backsliders and purge the church of the
unruly and disobedient."

The names were divided among tlkssion members and they called upon the people in need of counsel.

Again in times of crisis the lay members of the church made valiant efforts to solve their problems. Some were cleared of
charges. Some asked for letters of dismissal and some were sépeaniil manifest repentance and reformation. "

When the war was over there was time to consider the physical needs of the church. In 1869 a parsonage was built. In 1872
extensive remodeling was done in the building itself. It must have seemed th&eyavetld relax and enjoy what they had
built.

Then, in December, 1876, during a social gathering in the church, the furnace becaheataeand a serious fire caused

such great damage that the members were faced with a difficult decision. Theyraetlddachoose between erecting a new
building or spending a great sum on the old one. There was a long and heated discussion. At last it was decided that a new
building was the best solution and it was begun.

In March, 1878, the lecture room was openeds@vice, but the building was not dedicated until June 5, 1881. It had cost
nearly $19,000 but was then free of debt.

In 1896 the auditorium was refitted and redecorated and a pipe
organ was installed. Again it seemed they were through with
building.

In July, 1907, disaster struck again. A strong wind or tornado
struck the church. The east gable of the tower was blown down,
crashed through the roof and to the floor of the audience room. It
was nearly two years before repairs to the building were
compleed. The tower was rebuilt, not as it was before with a
pointed spire, but as it is today. During this period services were
held once more in the courthouse.

1877

Though women were not admitted into the higher boards of the
church until recently, nonecould doubt their influence and

their industry. Their organizations have been busy in every
emergency. They must have knitted for the soldiers during every
war, have rolled bandages, made clothes for the refugees, have
sewed for the needy. Many of thenveniences in our church

have been paid for by the handwork of the women in their
various organizations.

They have contributed generously to missions, often feeling a
very personal relationship with workers in the field who have
been a part of the lokaehurch. At a time when women's work
was most often unpaid work, they contributed their time and
efforts instead of their money.

An undertaking of which they were most proud was a mission
school authorized and organized by the session but operated
principally by many women of the church. It was begun in 1890
to serve the children who needed a church home. In 1899 there



